Hie Superpowers and the Middle East
Nasser looked upon this decision as a clear indication of U.S.
support for Israel. As he said: ktgiving of arms to Israel while she
is still occupying Arab territories means that the U.S. supports
Israeli occupation of these territories. And supplying Israel with
aircraft means that the U.S. fully backs and supports Israel". The
Soviet Union endorsed this point of view and further warned
that the acquisition of the Phantoms would intensify "Israel's ex-
pansionist aspirations".104 The New York Times commented that
whenever the U.S. government officials referred to the necessity
to ''preserve a balance of power" between Israel and the Arabs,
they have always meant "enough arms for Israel to enable her to
defend herself against all Arab challengers without the need for
direct United States intervention in any war."105 In other words,
the balance has to be kept heavily in Israel's favour, for this
was the only way to insure that American involvement would
never be required.
However, Israel's subsequent request for 25 more Phantom
F-4 jet fighters and 80 Skyhawk fighters was kept in abeyance by
President Richard M. Nixon early in 1970, in an effort to "cut-
back on the flow of arms to the area'*, and maintain "a balance
between the forces in that area which will contribute to peace".
Nixon's decision was based on the consideration that Israel en-
joyed "aerial superiority over its Arab enemies".106 Moreover, it
104 Current Digest of the Soviet Press, 12 February 1969, p. 9.
105 New York Times, II June 1967.
108 Israel acknowledges her superiority in the air at the moment which,
according to her, is the result of technical decisions taken years ago. But
this superiority could be endangered over the long haul and Israel is
looking ahead to 1971 and beyond. According to her, "Egypt has hun-
dreds of pilots training in the Soviet Union who are coming back this
year (1970) and next.** By then the ratio of superiority will have changed,
unless Israel is able to get more planes for her pilots to fly. Israel is also
concerned ahout the impending arrival in Libya of 110 Mirage Jets from
France. The arrival of the planes could coincide with the completion of
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